
Chemicals
Golf courses use significant amounts of chemicals.  In 2017-18, the chemical 
use at the North Lakes Resort Golf Club included: 375l of herbicide (prior to 
dilution), 57l of fungicide, 185l of surfactants and 8300kg of fertiliser. Reducing 
the chemical use has direct benefits to local waterways. 

Lake Eden
The main feature lake of North Lakes receives direct runoff from the southern 
section of the golf course. Many ponds within the golf course have persistent 
infestations of the invasive plant Salvinia molesta. During storm events, this weed 
is washed into Lake Eden where it causes significant environmental harm and 
affects the long-term health of the Lake. 
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Flooding
Flood investigations show that revegetation of the golf course will not worsen 
flooding in the local area. There are opportunities to enhance the water 
quality and flood mitigation functions of the site through the smart design of 
rehabilitation works.
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Key facts

Stormwater runoff
It is proposed North Lakes Common will utilize wetlands to treat overland flow 
and stormwater runoff at either end of the golf course,  providing animal habitat, 
flood control, and community amenity. This wetland system will protect and 
improve the health of downstream Lake Eden, Saltwater Creek, and Hays Inlet.



Source: Bligh Tanner

Wetlands
Constructed wetlands are a series of shallow, densely-planted, man-made 
ponds that help filter water through physical and biological processes. They 
provide a natural way to treat and remove pollutants from stormwater before it 
enters our creeks, rivers and oceans. There is evidence that wetlands alone can 
remove 20-60% of metals in water and trap 80-90% of sediment from runoff.  
Wetlands also act as natural barriers that soak up and capture rainwater 
limiting soil erosion and the impacts of flooding.

Waste water
There will be no on-site waste water treatment for North Lakes Common.  
Unitywater provides water and sewage services to the North Lakes area. Like 
most of the urban developments in the area, sewage will be conveyed in pipes 
to a Unitywater wastewater treatment plant for appropriate treatment. 

Similar projects
Comparable projects in the region to that planned on North Lakes Common 
include the award-winning Small Creek Naturalisation project: 

• https://watersensitivecities.org.au/solutions/case-studies/small-creek-
naturalisation/

• https://youtu.be/PeLn64bvAyg

Example illustration of Waterway Enhancement 
(Source: Bligh Tanner & Landscapology)


